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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
October 26, l~~e 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, October 26, 1948, at 7:55 p.m. 

Mayor Sherfey called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. Absent: 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Counc1lman Jackson moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held October 13, 1948 be approved as written. Councilman Drale 
seconded the motion which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

~ A communication from Charles E. Wallace, Vice-Principal, 
=:. Torrance Unified School District, was read requesting use of the 
:~ collapsible bleachers owned by the city for their football game 
.:c on November 11, 1948. 
~ Mr. Dale Riley, Director of Recreation recommended that this 

request be granted. 
Councilman Jackson moved that the Council concur in the recom

mendation of Recreation Director Riley that the request for use 
of the bleachers be granted. Councilman Powell seconded the motion 

. which was carried unanimously. 

A copy of a communication sent to City Attorney Smith from 
G. J. McMillin, Captain, U. S. Navy, Acting Commander, U. S. Naval 
Base Los Angeles, was' read explaining the practicable precautions 
which have been taken by the Navy for safeguarding human life and 
the property of both the adjacent land owners and the Navy against 
possible loss due to storage of aviation gasoline at the Torrance 
Annex to Naval Supply Depot, Torrance, California. 

A communication from City Engineer Stevens was read submitting 
the following recommendations for the Council's consideration and' 
approval: 

PERSONNEL: 

1. That Donald E. Nash and Robert C. Andrew, having 
successfully passed the Civil Service examination 
for Police Officers; be appointed to serve their 
probationary period, effective October 25, 1948, 
at a oompensation of $242.00 per month. 

2. That Robert G. Rider be temporarily employed as a 
Draftsman in the Engineering Department effective 
October 21, 1948, at a compensation of ~225.00 per 
montb. 

3. That a Position Classification for Legal Steno
grapher be establisbed. 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. For painting City Electrician's truck, the sum of 
$65.00. 
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2. For the purchase of street repairing materials, the 
sum of $300.00. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

1. That a City Tree-Planting Program be prepared by a 
committee formed by a member of the Planning Com
mission and an employee of the Park Department and 
Engineering Department. 

Councilman Drale moved that the recommendations of City 
Engineer Stevens be approved. Councilman Jackson seconded the 
motion which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication addressed to George W. Stevens, City Engineer, 
from A. W. Hoy, District Traffic Engineer, Division of Highways, 
Los Angeles, was read stating that the development adjacent to coast 
Highway between Madison Avenue and a point 1000 feet west of Ocean 
Avenue does not qualify for 25 mile per hour zone; and on the basis 
of existins speeds, accident history and roadside development, a 
reduced speed zone is not recommended at this time. However, their 
department will resurvey the area whenever the city believes the con-
ditions have changed sufficiently to warrant it. ; 

A communication from John R. Patrick, Secretary, Torrance 
Planning Commission, was read, adviSing that at a meeting of the 
Commission held October 19, 1948, the following matters were con
sidered and acted upon: 

CASE NO. 140: Petition of George and Mary Tomajic for a Zoning 
Variance to pel'll1it the construction and operation of a Refresh
ment Stand to sell Hot Dogs, Candy, Soft Drinks, etc. This 
property is located in an A-I (Light Agricultural) Zone, on the 
west half of Lot No. 8 in Meadow Park Tract l between Ocean Avenue 
and the west line of Meadow Park Tract, at 4125 PacifiC Coast 
Highway. 

After viewing the site in question, the Planning Commission 
unanimously voted to grant the Variance as requested. 

CASE NO. 144: Petition of Sunhaven Properties, Inc. for a Zoning 
Variance to permit the construction of a building on property 
located north of the Palos Verdes City Limits on the east side 
of Puerta del Norte, for the supply of telephone service by the 
Associated Telephone Company to Hollywood Riviera. 

The Planning CommiSSion unanimously voted to grant the Var
iance as requested. 

SPECIAL REQUEST: 

A communioa tion was read from the W. I. Hollingsworth Company, 
dated October 18, 1948, requesting that on lots in Block !lFn, 
Tract No. 10303, the front set-back requirement be changed from 
20' to 15' to Qonform with set-back of lots in Redondo Beach in 
the same area, also that the side set-in for garages be made 3' 
from the property line. 

On the recommendation of John R. Patrick Assistant City 
Engineer, the Planning Commission unanimously voted to grant 
the request. 

Councilman . Powell moved that the Council concur in the action 
of the Planning ' Commission in granting Petitions for Zoning Variance, 
Cases Nos. 140 and 144, as well as special request for change in 
set-back requirement. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which 
was carried unanimously. 



Clerk Bartlett presented for f1rst reading and read t1tle to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 435 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING THE RULES & REGULATIONS 
SUPPLEMENTING PERSONNEL ORDINANCE NO. 326. 

Counoilman Povell moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
-35 be dispensed Yith. Counc1lman Jackson seconded the mot10n 
whioh Y,S oarried by the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUN
ClLJIIIl Drale, =ard, Jackson, Poyell and Sherf~ NOES: COUll
CILJID!lJI s Bone. D'l': COUNCILMEN: None. 

Oounoilman Povell moved that Ordinance No. 435 be approved 
for first reading. Councilman Jackson seconded the mot10n which 
va. carried by the folloYing roll call votes AYES: OOUNCILMEN: 
Drale, Bagsard, Jaoklon, Powell and Sherfey. NOESr COUNCILMEN 
Wone. ABBD!, OO'O'NCILME!h None. 

Olerk Bartlett presented for first reading and read t1tle to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 436 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE OITY COUNCIL OF !HE 
CIT! OF TORRABCE ESTABLISHING A BUS STOP 
ZOBE ON TBE NQR!HWEST CORBER OP PACIFIC 
COAST HIGHWAY AND WEECE AVErroE IN TEE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

CO\,''''"llP" Jackson moved that further reading of Ordinance 
Wo. 436 be di8pense4Yith. CounellJll&n Powell seconded the motion 
vhich vas carried by the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCIL
MEl(: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman. Jackson moved that Ordinance No. 436 be adopted 
for f1rs t reading. Councilman Powell seconded the mot1on which 
vas carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCn.MEN: 
Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
1I0ne. ABSDT: COUlICILMEW: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented for first reading and read title to: 

ORDIlIAlfCE NO. 437 

All ORDIDlfCE REGULATING THE SUBDIVIDING AND 
RE-SUBDIVIDiliG OF LAND WITHIlI'l'BB CORPORA'fE 
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF !aRRANCE, !BE PREPARA
TION ,AND RECORDING OF MAPS OF SUBDIVISIONS; 
THE WIDTH OF STREETS AND . ALLEYS , !HE LENG'!Jl 
OF BLOCKS AIm FRONTAGE OF LOTS AND PROVIDING 
FOR THE IHPROVEMEBT OF STREETS WITHIN SUBDI
VISIOB8 AND RE-SUBDIVISIONS, PROVIDiliG FOR 
BOBDS THEREFOR~ AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR 
THE VIOLATION HEREOF, WHICH SAID ORDIBAllCE 
IS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAP
TER 2, ARTICLE I, TO ARTICLE 10, BOTH INCLU
SIVE, OF THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE OF 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS AMEtrnED, AND THE 
GENERAL POLICE POWERS OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
AND REPEALING ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS ' 
THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

Counoilman Drale moved that further reading of Ordinan(e No. 
437 be dispensed v1th. CounCilman Jackson seconded the motion 
vhioh was carried by the foIl ovlng roll call vo te: AYES: COUN
CILMEN: Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: 
COUNCn.MEl'l: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Councilman Drale moved that Ordinance No. 437 be adopted for 
first reading. Councilman Jackson secpnded the motion which vas 
carried .by the folloving roll call vote : AYES : COUNCILMEN: 
Drale, Haggard, Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1935 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADOPTING STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION, 
IMFROVEMENTS, LAND SUBJECT TO INUNDATION, DEED 
RESTRICTIONS, REZONING, AREA CALCULATIONS, FEES, 
PLAN CHECKING AND INSPECTION DEPOSITS AS REQUIR
ED FROM THE CITY ENGINEER BY ORDINANCE NO. 437 
AND SUPPLEMENTING SAID ORDINANCE. 

Councilman Drale moved that Resolution No. 1935 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried by the 
following roll call vote : AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1936 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, REQUESTING 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO MAKE ALLOCATION 
OF GASOLINE TAX FUNDS FOR STREET IMPROVE
MENTS AS HEREINAFTER SET FORTH. 

Councilman Jackson moved that Resolution No. 1936 be adopted. 
Councilman Drale seconded the motion which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCn-MEN: None. 

Clerk Bartle~t presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1937 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO DISPOSE 
OF AND CONVEY A PARCEL OF LAND DESCRIBED AS 
THE NORTHERLY TWELVE FEET OF LOT 15, TRACT 
454, RECORDED IN MAP BOOK 15, PAGE 13, RECORDS 
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, . CALIFORNIA; FIXnlG A 
TIME AND PLACE WHEN THE CITY COUNCIL WILL MEET 
TO TAKE FINAL ACTION THEREON AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE PUBLICATION OF THIS RESOLUTION. 

Councilman Haggard moved that Resolution No. 1937 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Powell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUtrCILMEB: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 



RESOLUTION NO. 1938 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE ABANDONMENT AND DISCON
TINUANCE, AND THE SALE THEREIN AND THE CONVEY
ANCE BY THE CITY OF TORRANCE BY AND THROUGH 
ITS LEGISLATIVE BODY, OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THAT 10.16 ACRE PARCEL OF LAND DEEDED TO THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE BY JAMES W. POST, ET AL. RE
CORDED IN BOOK 12555, PAGE 202, OFFICIAL RE
CORDS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 1 CALIFORNIA. 

Councilman Povell moved that Resolution No. 1938 be adopted. 
Councilman Jackson seconded the motion vhich was carried by the 
folloving roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN : Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUl'lCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1939 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT PROVIDING FOR 
THE PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC AGENCY IN THE 
CALIFORNIA STATE EMPLOYEES I RETIREMENT SYSTEM, 
MAKING ITS EMPLOYEES MEMBERS OF SAID SYSTEM. 

Councilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 1939 be adopted. 
~ Counoilman Haggard seconded the motion which vas carried by the 

folloving roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUl'lCILME1f: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO . 1940 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING STATE PROPOSITION NO. 18 ON 
THE NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT AIm URGING 
THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE TO SPONSOR 
THE ADOPTION OF SAID PROPOSITION NO. 18 FOR THE 
REASONS CONTAINED IN THE WITHIN RESOLUTION. 

Councilman Drale moved that Resolution No. 1940 be adopted. 
Councilman Haggard aeconded the motion vhich vas carried by the 
folloving roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Haggard, 
Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNClLMD: lione. 

C1ty Attorney Sm1th advised that the Title Insurance and 
Turst Company had assured him that vithin ten days he viII reoeive 
their report on ownersh1p of streets over vhich the Santa Fe Rail
road operates in the City of Torrance. 

Mayor Sherfey moved that C1ty Attorney Smith be author1zed 
to 1mmediately not1fy Mr. Batchelor of Arrow Airways that nightly 
non-soheduled operat1ons at Torrance MuniCipal Airport viII not 
be further tolerated. Councilman Powell seconded the motion vhich 
va. carried unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Patronski, 740 Calle Arboles, Hollywood RiViera, asked 
conoerning the pOSl5ibility of extending the Torrance Munic1pal 
Bus Line into the C1ty of Redondo Beach by vay of HollyWood 
R1viera. 
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Engineer Stevens explained that the Manager of the Bus Lines 
has made a survey of the suggested route, and has advised that to 
initiate this serVice would require additional equipment and 
personnel, vhich vould not be feasible at this time. It vas 
suggested, said Engineer Stevens, that a meeting be arranged with 
the Transportat1on Committee of the C~ty Council and business men 
of Redondo Beach to discuss this service further, and he stated 
that Mayor Wortham of Redondo Beach will be notified of the date 
of the meeting. 

Mr. James L. Lynch, 1604 Juniper Avenue, objected to the 
order issued by the Manager of the Bus Lines, vhereby each time 
commutation books are issued to high school students a letter is 
required from the school authorities. This practice, said Mr. 
Lynch, works a hardship, particularly in his case, and he asked 
that the order be rescinded. 

Councilman Povell moved that the request for repeal of this 
order be referred to the Transportation Committee for their con
sideration and decision. Councilman Jackson seconded the motion 
vhich vas carried unanimously. 

Councilman Jackson moved that all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman Haggard seconded the motion vhich vas carried 
by the folloving roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, 
Haggard, Jackson, Povell and Sherfey. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSE1IT: COUBCILMEI: None. 

At 8:25 p.m., upon motion of Counc1lman 'Drale, seconded by 
Councilman Haggard, and unanimou s I&, , carried, the meeting adjourned. 

CITY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVED: 

Jo/-JLpJ 
MAYOR OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 


